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If a neighbor experimented with a new
invention known to spew mercury, arse-
nic, lead, formaldehyde, and other danger-
ous toxicants into your yard, surely your
local air regulators would be able to shut
down the operation immediately. Would-
n’t they? If these noxious fumes entered
your yard, home, and lungs uninvited, it
would be a clear violation of your prop-
erty rights as a taxpayer. What if your
neighborhood began using them by the
droves! Imagine the consequences of
these compounded toxic fumes, if allowed
to continue unabated, magnifying the
chances of asthma attacks, heart attacks,
reproductive birth defects, and sudden
infant death syndrome. Wood burning
fireplaces, outdoor firepits and their ilk,
along with the proliferation of wood burn-
ing restaurants, are the culprits. Their
smoke and carbon soot are polluting pri-
vate property and entire neighborhoods
to an alarming degree in urban areas
across the nation.

More Than a Nuisance

Wood smoke violates nuisance ordi-
nances and air quality standards as it
fans out in capricious and unpredict-
able plumes affecting property own-
ers in entire urban areas just like a
massive invasion of tobacco smoke,
only more concentrated. = Wood
smoke is a mobile source of fine par-
ticulate pollution that spews many of
the same cancer-causing toxicantss
into the air that are in cigarette
smoke. Even low level exposures
take their toll—especially on children
and others with asthma The Ameri-
can Lung Association cites that wood
smoke is a trigger for asthma attacks

and asthma can be life threatening.
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Wood Smoke Devalues Property

We can tell our house guests that smoking
isn’t allowed in our homes. We should be
able to declare our own property a
smoke-free zone outdoors! A person’s
right to burn wood should stop when it
interferes with another’s right to breathe
clean air on their property. Wood smoke
from a neighbor or neighboring business
could devalue your property because fre-
quent smoke is a “material fact” that could
negatively influence a buyer’s interest in
your property.

Wood Smoke’s Fine Particulates Con-
tribute to Climate Change

New NASA satellite studies demonstrate
that wood smoke’s fine particulates and
“black carbon soot” are major contribu-
tors to global warming - even more than
greenhouse gases. If this isn’t a wake-up
call to quell polluting for fun, what else
would convince us to stop burning?

Don’t Put Up With Wood Smoke Tres-
pass!

Contact your city council and state legisla-
tors. Many states are beginning to regu-
late wood burning, and also have bans in
place on bad air days. We must speak up
or pay a high price.
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